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democracy may adopt ; but the identity of the
efficient cause of laws and manners in the two
countries is sufficient to account for the immense
interest we have in becoming acquainted with its
effects in each of them.
It is not, then, merely to satisfy a legitimate
curiosity that I have examined America ; my wish
has been to find instruction by which we may our-
selves profit. Whoever should imagine that I have
intended to write a panegyric will perceive that such
was not my design ; nor has it been my object to
advocate any form of government in particular, for
I am of opinion that absolute excellence is rarely to
be found in any legislation ; I have not even affected
to discuss whether the social revolution, which I
believe to be irresistible, is advantageous or pre-
judicial to mankind ; I have acknowledged this
revolution as a fact already accomplished or on the
eve of its accomplishment ; and I have selected the
nation, from among those which have undergone it,
in which its development has been the most peaceful
and the most complete, in order to discern its natural
consequences, and, if it be possible, to distinguish the
means by which it may be rendered profitable. I
confess that in America I saw more than America ;
I sought the image of democracy itself, with its
inclinations, its character, its prejudices, and its
passions, in order to learn what we have to fear
or to hope from its progress.
In the first part of this work I have attempted to
show the tendency given to the laws by the democracy
of America, which is abandoned almost without
restraint to its instinctive propensities, and to exhibit
the course it prescribes to the Government and the
influence it exercises on affairs. I have sought to
discover the evils and the advantages which it pro-